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Noida airport to be ready by Sept

Work underway at the upcoming Noida airport in Jewar. wievoto

Vinod Rajput

nnod u|nu1.hlhu mrn

GREATER NOIDA: The Noida
International Greenfield Air-
port is expected to become fully
operational before its sched-
uled deadline of September 29,
2024, owing to the fast pace of
work, officials involved in
phase one of the project have
informed the state government.
sources said on Friday.

The Yamuna International
Adrport Private Limited, a 100%
subsidiary of Swiss firm Zurich
Airport International AG,
which is undertaking the con-
struction of phase | of the air-
port, on Friday submitted s
progress report before the 15th
board meeting ol the Noida
International Alrport Limited
(NIAL). the agency oversecing
the project and headed by chiel
secretary DS Mishra.

“The chicf secretary first

conducted a site inspection of
different industrial projects in
the morning and later chaired
the 15th board meeting of
NIAL. The concessionaire has
submitted the progress report
on the airport project before
the board and the chiel secy
directed that pace of work be
further increased,” said Arun
Vir Singh, chiel executive offi-
cer, NIAL and the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (Yeida).
According to officials, at
least 20% work on terminal
building. air traffic control
building and runway is com-
pleted and the remaining work
Is on in full swing at the site.
“Apart from inspecting the
progress ol work at the medical
device park, textile park. toy
park and apparel park, Mishra
also headed the joint coordina-
tion committee that held a
meeting with the Central

Industrial Security Force and
other paramilitary forces at the
airport site. He directed offi-
clals of Zurich International
and YIAPL to coordinate with
all agencies 1o make salety
arrangements at the project
site,” said Shailendra Bhatia,
officer an special duty, Yeida.

At least 6,000 workers are
presently deployed at the Jewar
site to complete the ongoing
work before September 2024,
said NIAL officials.

Once completed, phase 1 of
the airport will cater to 12 mil-
llon passengers annually which
will increase to 70 million pas-
sengers by phase four,

Under phase 1, the airport
will initially cater to 12 million
passengers annually, which
will be Increased to 70 million
by phase 4. It will start opera-
tions with one runway and
nearly 100.000 flight move-
ments a year, said officials.

2024, says Swiss construction firm
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NIAL nod to acquire 2k hectares
for phases 3 & 4 of Noida airport

Social Impact Assessment To Follow, Acquisition To Begin After That
LAND TO BE ACQUIRED IN 14 VII.I.AGES

Aditya.Dev@timesgroup.com

Noida: The acquisition of
2,053 hectares for the third
and fourth phases of the No-
ida international airport
will begin soon. The Noida
International Airport Ltd
—the UP government's spe-
cial purpose vehicle for the
project — gave its In-princi-
ple approval on Thursday to
initiate the land acquisition
process in 14 villages.

Of these 14, Thora will ac-
count for the biggest land par-
cel with 639 hectares. In Neem-
ka Shahjahanpur, 307 hectares
will be acquired, followed by
Khwajpur (292 hectares) and
Ramner (235 hectares),

It was in November last
year that the state cabinet
approved the acquisition of
land for the third and fourth
phasesof theairport project.

But the acquisition pro-
cess involves a seriesof steps.

“In keeping with the pro-
cess, 10% of the estimated
cost of land acquisition will
be deposited with the district
administration upfront. Sub-
sequently, the administration
will send a proposal to the go-
vernment for issuing a notifi-
cation for a social impact as-
sessment. After the earmar-

MIIUHEET

‘ 1}3-‘1 hectares
from 6 villages
» Runway, air traffic

controller (ATC) unit,
Terminal 1

12 million

| passengers aimed
annual capacity
» Oct 2024 deadline

Phase 2
1,365 hectares
from 6 villages
X » HRO
haet At (maintenance,
+ across 14 villages. Largest ﬁé&mn
chunk (639 hectares) from
Thora village runway to come
up
» Includes expansion of > Land
airport & setting up aviation acquisition
hub
underway, global
> In-principle nod from NIAL bid for MRO to 10 mn
given, land acquisition to be issued next tonnage handling
{  begin soon month capacity for cargo
ked area is notified, we will The study will involve an  of the project. According to

carry out a social impact as-
sessment study on the affec-
ted population,” said Arun
Vir Singh, theCEO of NIAL.

assessment of land require-
ments, the socio-economic
profileof theaffected popula-
tion and the potential impact

Singh, Rs6,300 crore would be

spentonacquiringtheland.
With the latest notifica-

tion, the UP government has

made land provisions for all
four phases till 2070, In the
third and fourth stages, 1,318
and 735 hectares will be ac-
quired, respectively Of the-
se, around 700 hectares will
be used for developing an av-
iation hub where factories
will be set up for manufactu-
ring aircraft engines and
other parts. Currently, most
aircraft parts are manufac-
tured abroad.

Work on the first phase of
the airport Is being carried
out by Zurich AG and opera-
tions are likely to begin by
March next year. The acquisi-
tion of 1,365 hectares for the
second phase of the project Is
underway. Of these 1,365 hec-
tares, 1,182 hectares are being
acquired in six villages while
the remaining 183 hectares
are government land chunks.

Spread across 4,752 hecta-
res, the Noida international
airport is slated to become
the largest airport in Asia in
the coming years. Apart from
the main terminal, the air-
port premises will house a
cargo hub, an MRO facility
and an aviation manufactu-
ring hub, which isaimedatat-
tracting international manu-
facturing companiestosetup
their factories here.
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Jewar airport top priority,
says GB Nagar's new DM

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes com

NOIDA: Gautam Budh Nagar's
new district magistrate, Manish
Verma, who took charge late
Tuesday night and met with all
department officials on
Wednesday morning, said the
development of the Noida inter-
national airport in Jewar will be
among his administration’s top
priorities.

“The airport is going to be of
international importance and is
one of the top priorities of the
state. | will hold detailed
reviews and ensure that the
work goes smoothly. I have
been told that the rehabilitation
and resettlement details for the
second phase of land acquisi-

tion is in progress. We will expe-

Manish Verma.

dite the process while ensuring
transparency for all,” Verma

Verma has instructed all offi-
cials to ensure that the backlog
of public matters be cleared up

at the earliest. He said he is yet
to completely understand the
Gautam Budh Nagar adminis-
tration's structure, which com-
prises a police commissionerate
as well as the Noida and Greater
Noida authorities, but he try to
do justice to his role.

“This is the art of bureauc-
racy and we are trained to han-
dle all kinds of assignments.
The target of all government
bodies is the same, which is to
ensure that government
schemes and policies are imple-
mented with transparency,”
said Verma.

On his first day on the job,
Verma visited the Gautam Budh
Nagar Collectorate and Vikas
Bhawan and inspected all
departments, said officials. He
checked records and asked offi-

cials to improve sanitation
activities within all offices. He
also visited the entertainment
tax office, joint offices and reve-
nue records department, said
officials aware of the district
magistrate’s schedule.

“My father was a clerk at the
Kushinagar collectorate. When
I was a child, he would take me
to the collectorate whenever a
new district magistrate joined.
That is how my interest in the
civil services increased,” said
Verma.

Verma is a 2011 batch IAS
officer from the Uttar Pradesh
cadre. His last posting was as
the district magistrate of Jaun-
pur. He had earlier served a
15-day stint as the additional
chief executive officer of
Greater Noida Authority.
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YEIDA to allot 130-acre land for
electronics firms, create 20K jobs

Aditya.Dev
@timesgroup.com

Noida: Sixteen companies as-
sociated witha UK-based orga-
nisation will set up industrial
units, mostly electronics ma-
nufacturing plants, on 130
acres of Yamuna Expressway
Authority land in Sector 7.

Officials of the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Deve-
lopment Authority (YEIDA)
said on Wednesday that the
land will be allotted over the
next six months.

“An announcement will be
made during the G20 summit
in September. The industrial
cluster will generate employ-
ment for 20,000 people,” said
YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh.

A delegation of officials of
the Indian Partnership Forum
(IPF), which signed a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) of Rs 4,000 crore with
YEIDA for developing indu-
stries during the UP Global In-
vestors Summit held last
month, met YEIDA officialson
Wednesday and sought lands
for the industries.

IPF, set up with the support
of the High Commission of In-

YEIDA CEO SAYS

This city will be
developed like an SEZ,
wherein all kinds of
facilities will be
provided to the
entrepreneurs. Lane
use will be mixed..and
institutional activities
can be done here

ia, is a non-profit think tank
for policy advocacy that sup-
ports UK-India bilateral
engagements. The organisa-
tion's members comprise
academics, artists, scientists,
engineers, businesses and
entrepreneurs.

Singh said IPF president
Mohan Kaul told the authority
that 16 companies, under the
leadership of the Forum, will
set up manufacturing units in
two phases. “Six companies
will come in thefirst phase. All
these companies belong to the
electronics sector. This inclu-
des companies workingon me-
dical devices, artificial intelli-
gence, clean energy and hydro-
gen energy. They will manu-

facture their patented
products here,” he said.

YEIDA's planning depart-
ment has been asked to work
on the proposal.

Separately, an industrial
city of Japanese companies
will also be developed over 500
acres of land in Sector 7, it was
decided after a meeting was
held with YEIDA officials at
the Japanese Embassy in
New Delhi.

Another meeting, where
central government officials
may also participate, is likely
to be held after Holi festival
(March 8).

Singh said mixed-land use
with primary focus on indu-
stries would be allowed in this
city, “This city will be develo-
ped like an SEZ, wherein all
kinds of facilities will be pro-
vided totheentrepreneurs. La-
ne use will be mixed, ie. in-
dustry, commercial, residenti-
al and institutional activities
can bedonehere,” headded.

According to the plan, 70%
of theland will be allocated for
industry, 13% for commercial,
7% for residential, and the re-
maining for institutional and
other facilities.
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‘On Track For Commercial Ops
At Noida Airport By 2024-End’

CEO Schnellman Says Technology To Aid Seemless Experience

Surojit Gupta
& Saurabh Sinha| vy

Jewar (Greater Noida):
Work is on at a frenetic pace as
giant machinesand thousands
of workers give shape to the
greenfield Noida Internation-
al Airport in Jewar. Under a
scorching May sun, Chris-
toph Schnellman, CEO of
Noida International Airport,
tells TOI that he is confident
that commercial operations
will commence at the end of
2024 and it will use the latest
technology for a seamless ex-
perience. Excerpts:

Where are we from the
first flight at this airport?

1 think we are about a year
away from the first flight if
you are talking about the test
flights, the calibration flights.
We are on track to deliver the
airport for commercial oper-
ations by the end of next year,
end of 2024. Commercial oper-
ationsend of 2024-last quarter
of 2024.

As a greenfield airport,
how will technology be used
to improve passenger experi-
enceand drive up efficiency?

NIA will be one of the most
advanced airports of India in
terms of using technology. We
are considering using digital
technology at immigration
counters and are in conversa-

An arti's Impression of the Noida Intematinnal Mrport's forecourt

tion with the Bureau of Immi-
gration forusing the same. This
process will make passing
through immigration a seam-
less experience for passengers.

To meet our deadline of
making the airport operational
in October-December,
2024, we had earlier
placed orders for metal
detectorsand 2D X-Ray |
machines (for preem- |
barkation  security |
check or PESC of pas- g
sengers and cabin bags,
the technology currently being
used at all Indian airports). But
weare working with the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) and other airports to
understand how that technolo-
gY can be upgraded to use body
scanners and computed tomog-
raphy (CT)scanners, where pas-

sengers don't have to take out
liquids and personal electronic
devices out of their hand bags
for checks. We will have central-
ised screening for hand bags for
a more streamlined approach
that will enable us to have more
security check lanes.
7 There will be a perime-
ter intrusion detection
system that willallowus
to do away with watch
towers, reduce manpow-
er cost and pass on the
lower cost to enable af-
fordableflights.

When will NIA handle
international flights?

We will be an international
airport with customs and immi-
gration facilities from Day One
though we expect the traffic to
be primarily domestic (in the

initial years at least). We are go-
ing to have mixed rotation gates
that will allow an aircraft flying
in on a domestic route to fly out
internationally and vice versa
without requiring gate change.
There will be no need for sepa-
ratedomesticand international
sides at NIA. There will be dif-
ferent levels for international
and domestic passengers which
will be access controlled as per
requirement.

Delhi’s IGI Airport will
reach peak capacity of
handling 10 crore passen-
gers annually by 2030. How
do you plan to attract air-
lines before that when IGIA
still hasslots?

There is a need today for an
additional airport in the NCR.
There is a requirement for
night parking and for airlines
to offer flights at certain (read
peak) times. Apart from south
and east Delhi, NIA has a huge
catchment area that will en-
sure adequate traffic for air-
lines to mount flights from
here. In fact if anything, weare
continuously revising our traf-
fic projections upwards. The
triggers for implementing the
remaining three phases (after
phase1 is built) could be activa-
ted sooner than anticipated.
‘The ultimate capacity of NIA,
as per our plans, is 7 crore pas-
sengers annually with two ter-
minals and as many runways.
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Jewar airport’s first test
flight likely in March 24

Neha LM Tripathi and Neeraj
Chauhan

let et v handuiLan time s (om
NEW DELHI: The first test flight

Tracking Noida alrport s prqgw

First test flight L
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March next year, months before landing and departure o q“
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of 2024. offictals aware of devel-  Usually carying

opments have said, adding thar % #nd experts who
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which is expected 1o d

the national Capital's airport and
provide new  connectivity
options for parts of western
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, the
officials cited above said.

“The airport is currently
undergoing runway layering
work and will begin installation
of air navigation services from
December.” one of the officials

JEWAR AIRPORT
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sald. asking not to be named.
“The airside of the airport would
be ready in March, post which a
test flight can be operated.”™
“The meeting was held o dis-
auss the immigration and scourity
related  developments. Even
though a formal order is yet to be
issucd. the Central Industrial Secu-

comiract sl sllows s grace period
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rity Force (CISF) will be guarding
the airpont,” a second officer at the
Union home ministry said on the
condition of anonymity, citing the

discussions on July 21
The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Author-
ity has approved 55,000 sq m of
continued on 49
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Yogi proposes pod taxis till Pari
Chowk, YEIDA to study feasibility

Earlier Route Was Till Film City Site; Cos Can Apply Till Aug 10 For Phase 1
12 sms PIIOPOSED EARI.IER

Aditya.Dev@®timesgroup.com

Noldda: The proposed pod taxi
route may extend from the up-
coming Noida airport till Pari
Chowk. Earlier, it was suppo-
sexl to operate from the alrport
to the proposed Film City in
Sector 21. Bul at a meeting in
Lucknow last week, chief ml-
nister Yogi Adityanath direc-
ted officlals to explore the fea
sibility of extending the route

The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Aut-
hority (YEIDA) issued a global
tender last month for the
14.6km project, and interested
companies can apply till Au-
gust 10, The technical bid will
open on August 16 YEIDA
CEO Arun Vir Singh confir.
med that after completing the
bidder selection process lor

s«mnn
Sikandrabad
UTTAR
& Dankar PRADESH
& P

theongoing phase, the workon
the second phase of the pod
taxi project would commence.

“During a meeting on Au-
gust 2 to discuss the Film City
project, the CM directed us to
extend the pod taxi facility to
Pari Chowk. Onourend, wein-
formed him all five companies
operating pod taxis in diffe-
rent partsof the world showed
an interest In YEIDA's pod taxi
project,” Singh added.

During the pre-bid mee
ting chaired by infrastructure
and industrial development
commissioner Manoj Kumar
Singh on July 19, representati-
ves from 11 companies—PRT
UK, L&T, Systra France, Ultra
PRT. Slemens, Tata, [RB In-
frastructure, Intamin Trans-
portation (Switzerland), Hy-
undal, Kalpataru, and Invest

Indin—showed an interest in
the project. Singh said the pod
taxi service will be In addition
to the monorail orthe rapid ra-
11, whose feasibility studies are
ongoing. While ufficials have
proposed the monorall from
Jewar to Knowledge Park 2,
the feasibility study for the ra-
pid rail from Jewar Alrport (o
Delhi’'s Saral Kale Khan ison.

The estimated cost for de-
veloping the pod taxi project,
covering a distance of 14.6 km,
is Rs B4L5 crore, including
construction costs like civll,
electrical, mechanlcal, and re-
lated expenses.

The project is proposed to
be executed in the public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model
and hasa concession period of
35 years, including a two-yoar
constructlon period.
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Jewar airp
location id

Vinod Rajput

vinod rajput @htlive com

NOIDA: Global aviarion body,
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), has assigned
the Noida international green-
field airport, being developed in
Jewar, its unique international
three letter code ~ DXN - Noida
international airport (N1A) chief
executive officer Christoph
Schnellmann said on Wednes-
day.

The unigue code is given 1o
every airport for location identi-
fication, similar to a postal pin
code. The three letter codes are
often based on the first three let-
ters of the city the airport is
located in. For example, the
Delhi airport has the IATA code
of DEL. This code will be used on
ticket bookings, boarding passes
and baggage tag designators,
among others, said NIA officials.

“This (three letter code) is one

WHAT ARE
AIRPORT
CODES?

« The International Air
Transport Association
(IATA) is an airline trade
association that assigns
unique airport codes.

# The unique code is
given to every airport
for location
identification, similar to
a postal pin code.

o The code, DXN,
symbaolises the airport’s
proximity to Noida,
Delhi and western Uttar
Pradesh.

achieved and the work on the
project is going on as per sched-
ule,” said Schnellmann.

“The code, DXN, symbolises

ort gets 3-letter

T AT

#HIAumrollllml

The Noida international Airport is expected to become
functional before its scheduled deadline of September 29, 2024. 11
desh,” said Schnellmann. “We are delighted to share
Officials said the code helpsin  that 1ATA has awarded Noida
standardised communication international airport the interna-
between aviation stakeholders, tional three letter code “DXN™.
thereby enabling smooth opera-  This is an important recognition
tions and reduced errors. by the global airline body and

Noida [nternational Airport
Limited (NIAL), the Unar Pra-
desh government’s nodal body to
monitor the progress of work on
the airport. has also termed this
development a bIF step ahﬂd
as it paves the way

another milestone for the airport
project,” said Arun Vir Singh
chief, executive officer, Noida
International Airport Limited
and the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Author-
ity (Yeida).

entifier — DXN

tional before its scheduled dead-
line of September 29, 2024,
owing to the fast pace of work at
the site, officials have apprised
the Uttar Pradesh government.

Schnellmann said, “So far, we
have built four Aoors of the air
tralfic control building and the
remaining two floors will be
ready shortly.”

The work on the interiors of
the terminal building will be ini-
tiated afier three months as the
work is on in full swing on this
project, said officials.

Once completed, phase one
the airport will cater to 12 mil-
lion passengers annually which
will further increase to 70 mil-
lion passengers by phase [our.
The first phase will have one
3.900 metre runway with a
capacity of 28 aircraft stands,
and will witness 100,000 air tral-
fic movements a year, said
NIA officials. A passenger termi-
nal will also be constructed and
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FIRST VOICE LAST WORD.

Jewar air
location i

Vinod Rajput

vinod rajput @htlive com

NOIDA: Global aviation body,
International Air Transport
Association (LATA), has assigned
the Noida international green-
fleld airport, being developed in
Jewar, its unique international
three letter code —~ DXN -- Noida
international airport (NIA) chief
executive olfficer Christoph
Schnellmann said on Wednes-
day.

The unique code is given to
every airport for location identi-
fication, similar to a postal pin
code. The three letter codes are
often based on the first three let-
ters of the city the airport is
located in. For example, the
Delhi airport has the IATA code
of DEL. This code will be used on
ticket bookings, boarding passes
and baggage tag designators,
among others, said NIA officials.

“This (three letter code) is one
of the biggest milestones that the
Noida International Airport has

WHAT ARE
AIRPORT
CODES?

« The International Air
Transport Association
(IATA) is an airline trade
association that assigns
unique airport codes.

# The unique code is
given to every airport
for location
\dentification, similar to
a postal pin code.

o The code, DXN,
symbolises the airport’s
proximity to Noida,
Delhi and western Uttar
Pradesh.

achieved and the work on the
project is going on as per sched-
ule,” said Schnellmann.

“The code. DXN, symbolises
the airport’s proximity to Noida.
Delhi and western Uttar Pra-

ort gets 3-letter

-t
TRt AT

#NIlAunvellsDXN

The Noida international Airport is expected to become
functional before its scheduled deadline of September 29, 2024, Hr

desh,” said Schnellmann.

Officials said the code helps in
standardised communication
between aviation stakeholders,
thereby enabling smooth opera-
tions and reduced errors.

Noida International Airpont
Limited (NIAL), the Unar Pra-
desh government’s nodal body to
monitor the progress of work on
the airport. has also termed this
development a “big step ahead™
as it paves the way for pacing the
work to complete this projecton
time.

“"We are delighted to share
that IATA has awarded Noida
international airport the interna-
tional three letter code "DXN™,
This is an important recognition
by the global airline body and
another milestone for the airport
project,” said Arun Vir Singh
chief, executive officer, Noida
International Airport Limited
and the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Author-
ity (Yeida).

The Noida international Air-
port is expected to become func-

entifier — DXN

tional before its scheduled dead-
line of September 29, 2024,
owing to the fast pace of work at
the site, officials have apprised
the Uttar Pradesh government.

Schnellmann sald, “So far, we
have built four foors of the alr
traffic control building and the
remaining two floors will be
ready shortly.”

The work on the imeriors of
the terminal building will be ini-
tiated after three months as the
work is on in full swing on this
project, said officials,

Once completed, phase one
the airport will cater to 12 mil-
lion passengers annually which
will further increase to 70 mil-
lion passengers by phase four.
The first phase will have one
3,900 metre runway with a
capacity of 28 aircraft stands,
and will witness 100,000 air traf-
fic movements a year, said
NIA officials. A passenger termi-
nal will also be constructed and
will have an area of 100,000
square metres, sid NIA officials.
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